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however, shows that this plea is unsound. For an Englishman
resident in England and drawing a £1000 income from England
is protected by the British Government in respect of his
person as well as of his property ; whereas a non-resident
foreigner drawing a £1000 income from England is protected
in respect of his property only, and ought, therefore, on this
line of argument, to pay less.1 A fortiori discriminating taxes
against foreign visitors and investors could not be thus justi-
fied. Hence we may conclude in a general way that, if a
government taxes foreigners through non-discriminating in-
come tax and death duties, still more if it taxes them through
levies that discriminate against them, it makes, as regards
some part of these levies, a simple predatory exaction from
them. Now, it is commonly believed that the vegetable,
and, within limits, the animal kingdom, are, so to speak,
kingdoms for man ; so that it is proper to treat them merely
as means, and not at all as ends in themselves. To some
ardent nationalists foreigners are in a very similar position;
their interests as such demand no consideration from us ; so
far as they can be exploited without risk of danger to our-
selves, they ought to be exploited. To a person holding that
view our problem presents no difficulty. But persons who
are educated do not hold that view. To them it seems plain
that one government is not entitled to make a predatory
exaction on the citizens of another country, any more than
one individual is entitled to take money from another indi-
vidual, unless some good reason can be given for doing this.
There is only one sort of good reason available. If a foreign
government can be shown to be collecting a contribution to
its revenue from members of our community of, say, £10 million
more than is " justified " by any services which it renders to
them, this gives warrant for our government, if it can, collect-
ing a like unearned £10 million from the subjects of that
foreign government. No doubt, it will rarely be practicable
to give an equivalent relief out of this money to those particular
members of our community whom the foreign government has
mulcted, and, therefore, the case for this retorted taxation is
1 To retort that the resident pays for the protection of his person through
commodity taxes, which the non-resident escapes, is obviously inadequate in
the case of rich men; and this, from the present point of view, is the only
important case.

